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second soul is still rather beastly. It governs the instincts. In its
material aspect, it is called "sidereal" or "astral body," "flesh
of Adam." Men who follow their instincts are governed by the
stars and are no better than animals. Indeed, he calls them
wolves, pigs, dogs, sheep, cows, and other totem names, and
means it. Princes who slaughter peasants are wolves: rapacious,
power-mad, bloodthirsty. Such souls are clearly not immortal,
not even good enough for Hell.
FREE   WILL
In its spiritual and magic aspect, however, the "flesh of Adam"
is called "astral soul." It communicates with material creation
and knows hidden things. It is the site of reason which masters
the forces of nature and creates the arts, and develops that
knowledge which understands magic and the so-called miracles.
It is also there that magic works its way and a low imagina-
tion gives birth to the incubi and succubae. Note how consistent
the theory would be were it true. It is laid in the realm of the
predestined and the unfree. Man is subject not only to Nature,
but also to the products of his own creation. The sidereal body
is man's consciousness, but it is conscious only of its dependence.
This is Paracelsus' doctrine of fate and predestination.
Now he enters the realm where freedom begins and which
is properly human. Man also has reason, or a rational soul (in-
telligence), and he has that noble range of emotions which
is called his soul proper. These higher functions enable man to
be free and to aspire to divinity.
He who lives by his powers of reason is virtually free. He is
not subject to the stars, since he orders his own destiny. He is
free from the power of demons because he refuses to believe
in them. Paracelsus' prescription against obsessions is: Get rid
of superstitions; elect not to live in that sphere where they